Report on the Geomorphology Specialty Group Website.
Prepared for Scott Lecce, GSG Board Members, and GSG Members:
Mike Urban —20009.

The website (www.aag-gsg.org) was transferred to Missouri from South Carolina and
was activated on August 1%, 2006. Since that time | have been collecting usage and
visitation statistics related to the site using three different software packages whose
results vary in detail but agree in overall trend.

Site Visitation:

Overall, the site does not receive heavy traffic. Using unique visitors' as a reference

parameter, the average number of daily visits is normally below 50. As a reference,

average visitation on our departmental website at the University of Missouri is three

times that number. On the other hand, total visitation has been steadily rising since 2006.
Monthly history

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun  Jul Aug Sep Oct MNov Dec
2007 2007 2007 2007 2007 2007 2007 2007 2007 2007 2007 2007

Unigue Mumber of

Month visitors visits Pages Hits Bandwidth
Jan 2007 247 316 836 2259 23.98 MB
Feb 2007 580 560 2120 6285 828.30 MB
Mar 2007 353 392 o998 2240 35.38 MB
Apr 2007 365 438 1371 3132 49.24 MB
May 2007 332 423 a73 2257 31.69 MB
Jun 2007 244 300 575 1538 26.29 MB
Jul 2007 286 324 701 1631 25.30 MB
Aug 2007 307 342 1011 2306 34.61 MB
Sep 2007 849 747 2209 6133 70.74 MB
Oct 2007 458 586 1408 3179 37.09 MB
MNov 2007 377 451 1221 2513 42.99 MB
Dec 2007 301 338 1040 1879 3271 MB

Total 4499 5295 14583 35352 498,93 MB

! Unique visitors are defined as an IP address making at least one hit on one of the pages of the GSG site
during the reporting period. This can be more accurately seen as “unique IP addresses” since some
Universities (such as the University of Missouri) assign floating IP addresses to users. What this means is
that even if someone always accessed the GSG website from their office computer, if they are assigned a
new IP address (or one of a floating pool of IP addresses) every time they log in they will be counted as a
unique visitor. It should also be noted that the reporting period being used here is the calendar year.



Monthly history
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun  Jul Aug Sep Oct MNov Dec
2008 2008 2008 2008 2008 2008 2008 2008 2008 2008 2008 2008

Unique MNumber of

Month visitors visits Pages Hits Bandwidth
Jan 2008 362 424 1140 2477 37.61 MBE
Feb 2008 287 342 840 2032 19.87 MB
Mar 2008 405 494 1546 4651 41.36 MB
Apr 2008 730 o941 2101 4720 130.88 MB
May 2008 515 843 2348 4420 91.58 MB
Jun 2008 543 854 2185 4004 92.77 MBE
Jul 2008 482 76 1635 29599 §5.43 MBE
Aug 2008 437 S01 1863 3769 22.62 MB
Sep 2008 804 1150 2715 7243 195,58 MB
Oct 2008 702 o987 2184 4794 80.88 MB
Now 2008 545 961 2158 4402 95.10 MB
Dec 2008 531 855 1440 3413 50.84 MBE

Total GEET 29478 22555 48924 998,51 MB

The total number of unique visitors logged in 06 (incomplete year) was 1,578, ’07 —
4,499, and "08 — 6,687. In a previous report I had indicated that the data seemed to be
indicative of a bi-modal audience visiting the web site; members of the GSG that use it to
access information and others from the general public that are finding the site, looking
around and then leaving. This remains true.

The first cluster is the group of (primarily American) academics accessing the site. | am
inferring either professional academics or students based on the IP address of origin
being a university. They are classed as our “repeat customers” and make multiple visits
once over the period of record. The conclusion that repeat customers are housed at
American universities is borne out by further examination of some of the other data
gathered such as the IP address of the host servers and the huge spike in visitation
following notification on GEOMORPHLIST that the latest Geomorphorum newsletter is
available. The number of visits coming directly to the site (verses being redirected via a
search engine or link) has largely remained consistent. From *06-09 between 59.0-69.6%
of all unique visitors are accessing the site from a link in an email (for example, the
biannual release of Geomorphorum linked through GEOMORPHLIST) or from a
bookmark within their web browser.

The other group of people accessing the site that do not seem to be formally affiliated
with the GSG is growing at a faster rate than the core GSG community. The vast
majority of people accessing the site remain from the U.S. but parts of the world are well
represented.
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Countries
United States
Unknown
European country
Russian Federation
Canada
Australia
France
Germany
Sweden
Great Britain
China

India

Ttaly

Iran
Netherlands
Brazil

Japan

South Kerea
Poland
Singapore
Hong Kong
Portugal
Romania
Argentina
Turkey
Belgium
Spain

Israel
Switzerland
Chile

Taiwan
Latvia
Thailand
Mexico
Finland
Austria
United Arab Emirates
Egypt
Philippines
South Africa
Norway
Saudi Arabia
Vietnam

New Zezland
venezuels
Ukraine
Greece
Czech Republic
Ireland
Malaysia
Hungary
Dominican Republic
Indonesia
Ethiopia
Sloveniz
Aruba
Bangladesh
Peru

Fiji
Zimbabwe
Mongolia
Colombia
Uruguay
Trinidad and Tobago
Croatia
Moldova

Sri Lanka
Lebznon
Nigeria
Slovak Republic
Lithuania
Senegal
Jordan
Pakistan
Yemen
Myanmar
Denmark
Albania
Puerto Rico
Unknown
Geargia
Nepal
Bahamas
Malta
Yugeslavia
Bhutan

Irag
Bosnia-Herzegovina
Kazakhstan
Barbades
Belarus
Qatar
Tanzania
Sudan
Swaziland
Estonia
Algeria
Lesotho
Gthers

us

ip
eu
ru
ca

au

de
se
ab
n

Countries
Pages
16441

1302
573
458
345
310
308
266
265
263
232
175
166
134
112
77
70
54
62
59
53
a7
a6
as
a1
38
35
32
31
30
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Hits
37124
2077
975
470

704
408
488
305
597
508
437
320
492
171
195
112
95
99
155
77
101
111
75
139
66
105
86
77
107
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Bandwidth
741.55 MB
53.99 MB
18.83 MB
22.81 MB
12,60 MB
10.56 MB
12.70 MB
8.46 MB
1.63 MB
14.21 MB
5.56 MB
7.68 MB
5.1 MB
6.02 MB
3.13 MB
2.06 MB
5.99 MB
1.67 MB
6.96 MB
1.60 MB
1.19 MB
1.25 MB
2.87 MB
3.88 MB
1.68 MB
1.88 MB
2.74 MB
1.36 MB
1.68 MB
864.51 KB
1.27 MB
838,95 KB
587.54 KB
16,29 MB
385.98 KB
1.16 MB
523.67 KB
2.22 MB
964.69 KB
495.65 KB
1.12 MB
944.06 KB
656,90 KB
689.68 KB
81.46 KB
251.14 KB
380.56 KB
826.57 KB
467.14 KB
160.41 KB
327.52 KB
208.02 KB
269.68 KB
319.81 KB
451,94 KB
353.40 KB
263.38 KB
98.33 KB
183.07 KB
98.01 KB
279.46 KB
197.20 KB
311.09 KB
34.47 KB
190.96 KB
201.56 KB
175.88 KB
122.34 KB
196.74 KB
205.28 KB
56.23 KB
12.42 KB
6128 KB
1361 KB
109.86 KB
29.48 KB
5.42 KB
29.61 KB
28.47 KB
F7.4ZKB
29.61 KB
153.72 KB
15.96 KB
182.18 KB
37.72 KB
54.18 KB
3447 KB
34,49 KB
29.28 KB
103.66 KB
67.18 KB
56.96 KB
28,47 KB
4.18 KB
28.36 KB
6.60 KB
95.17 KB
21.76 KB
o




As | have noted before, this is not an exact science so that these stats do not account for
proxy servers and other methods of accessing the GSG site from “third-party” locations.
I do not know of a way to detect that type of information though I’m sure organizations
like the NSA have methods with which to do so.

We are receiving an increasing amount of traffic from external links on other web sites
such as Wikipedia, the IAG, the AAG Specialty Group page, and private blogs such as
one that has always routed traffic our way in Iran (I cannot tell who runs the blog because
of my lack of Persian). It should be noted however, that the site as currently configured
really does not provide much meaningful content to a general audience outside the
bounds of the professional organization. For example, we do not have anything
specifically defining Geomorphology or pages that delineate what geomorphologists
actually do.

Future of the site:

I have gotten to the point where maintenance of the site is relatively easy and not very
time intensive. When possible, | have employed students to update, maintain the site,
make corrections when they are needed, and add archival information about past AAG
meetings. The vast majority of visitation occurs when the new Geomorphorum is
published by the GSG Officers. If the site meets the needs of GSG members then
perhaps no changes should be made.

The other segment of visitors from the general public however is not currently being
served at all. For example, there is no content that describes the history of the group,
what geomorphology is or how its practitioners work, etc. As caretaker of the site, | am
not necessarily advocating that we completely revamp the site into something pitched at
elementary-age or college students, but we should consider that this may be an easy way
to begin to increase the presence and public visibility of a science that too often toils
away invisibly.

Mike Urban
March 20, 2009



