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The website (www.aag-gsg.org) was transferred to Missouri from South Carolina and 
was activated on August 1st, 2006.  Since that time I have been collecting usage and 
visitation statistics related to the site using three different software packages whose 
results vary in detail but agree in overall trend.   
 
Site Visitation:  
 
Overall, the site does not receive heavy traffic.  Using unique visitors1 as a reference 
parameter, the average number of daily visits is normally below 50.  As a reference, 
average visitation on our departmental website at the University of Missouri is three 
times that number.  On the other hand, total visitation has been steadily rising since 2006.   

 
 
 

                                                 
1 Unique visitors are defined as an IP address making at least one hit on one of the pages of the GSG site 
during the reporting period.  This can be more accurately seen as “unique IP addresses” since some 
Universities (such as the University of Missouri) assign floating IP addresses to users.  What this means is 
that even if someone always accessed the GSG website from their office computer, if they are assigned a 
new IP address (or one of a floating pool of IP addresses) every time they log in they will be counted as a 
unique visitor.  It should also be noted that the reporting period being used here is the calendar year.   



 
 
The total number of unique visitors logged in ’06 (incomplete year) was 1,578, ’07 – 
4,499, and ’08 – 6,687.  In a previous report I had indicated that the data seemed to be 
indicative of a bi-modal audience visiting the web site; members of the GSG that use it to 
access information and others from the general public that are finding the site, looking 
around and then leaving.  This remains true.   
 
The first cluster is the group of (primarily American) academics accessing the site.  I am 
inferring either professional academics or students based on the IP address of origin 
being a university.   They are classed as our “repeat customers” and make multiple visits 
once over the period of record.  The conclusion that repeat customers are housed at 
American universities is borne out by further examination of some of the other data 
gathered such as the IP address of the host servers and the huge spike in visitation 
following notification on GEOMORPHLIST that the latest Geomorphorum newsletter is 
available.  The number of visits coming directly to the site (verses being redirected via a 
search engine or link) has largely remained consistent.  From ’06-09 between 59.0-69.6% 
of all unique visitors are accessing the site from a link in an email (for example, the 
biannual release of Geomorphorum linked through GEOMORPHLIST) or from a 
bookmark within their web browser.   
 
The other group of people accessing the site that do not seem to be formally affiliated 
with the GSG is growing at a faster rate than the core GSG community.  The vast 
majority of people accessing the site remain from the U.S. but parts of the world are well 
represented.   



 



As I have noted before, this is not an exact science so that these stats do not account for 
proxy servers and other methods of accessing the GSG site from “third-party” locations.  
I do not know of a way to detect that type of information though I’m sure organizations 
like the NSA have methods with which to do so.   
 
We are receiving an increasing amount of traffic from external links on other web sites 
such as Wikipedia, the IAG, the AAG Specialty Group page, and private blogs such as 
one that has always routed traffic our way in Iran (I cannot tell who runs the blog because 
of my lack of Persian).  It should be noted however, that the site as currently configured 
really does not provide much meaningful content to a general audience outside the 
bounds of the professional organization.  For example, we do not have anything 
specifically defining Geomorphology or pages that delineate what geomorphologists 
actually do.   
 
Future of the site:  
 
I have gotten to the point where maintenance of the site is relatively easy and not very 
time intensive.  When possible, I have employed students to update, maintain the site, 
make corrections when they are needed, and add archival information about past AAG 
meetings.  The vast majority of visitation occurs when the new Geomorphorum is 
published by the GSG Officers.  If the site meets the needs of GSG members then 
perhaps no changes should be made.   
 
The other segment of visitors from the general public however is not currently being 
served at all.  For example, there is no content that describes the history of the group, 
what geomorphology is or how its practitioners work, etc.  As caretaker of the site, I am 
not necessarily advocating that we completely revamp the site into something pitched at 
elementary-age or college students, but we should consider that this may be an easy way 
to begin to increase the presence and public visibility of a science that too often toils 
away invisibly.   
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